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We know positively that different fleas have hosts which are peculiar 
to them. Should they sometimes pass to another host they do not there 
remain long and often do not bite them at all. Dr. Simond tells us that 
he has proved that the fleas of rats, put upon a dog and upon man, bite 
them immediately. We can not accept this assertion, for we know of 
no flea which has given such experimental results as claimed by Dr. 
Simond. I can afBrm, on the contrary, that the Typhlopsylla musculi, 
the most common flea on rats and mice, does not bite man. 

The following experiments show my observations in this respect : 
Once, in handling a white mouse which was covered with T. musculi, 
numerous fleas got upon me. They immediately left my body and did 
not bite me. I have also endeavored to prove that the fleas of rats and 
mice would bite a man. In the first series of these experiments I have 
placed Typhlopsylla musculi under small watch glasses and fixed them on 
various parts of my body, and left them in place for twenty-four to 
forty-eight hours. I did not receive a single bite, and on removing the 
watch glass the fleas immediately left me. 

In another series of experiments I have placed Typhlopsylla musculi of 
the same age as the above freely on my body. They immediately left 
me. One might believe that I am refractory to the bites of fleas, but 
this is not the case, for the fleas of man bite me very freely. To sum up, 
then, the assertions of Dr. Simond are far from being convincing. * * * 
If the transmission of plague from rats and mice to man through the 
medium of the fleas of these animals is possible, it is far from being 
demonstrated. Further, neither the physicians of the German commis- 
sion to India, or the Italians at Oporto, have found any trace of a 
similar transmission. It is much more probable that the transmission, 
if it exists at all, is from man to man through the Pulex irritans. 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General United States Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Dysentery on the schooner B. D. Spear, of Philadelphia. 

Jacksonville, Fla., JanuMry SI, 1900. 
Sir : I beg to invite your attention to my report of out-patients rela- 
tive to 6 cases of dysentery. Five of these cases were from 1 vessel, the 
schooner B. D. Spear, of Philadelphia. The captain aud entire crew have 
suffered with dysentery from the second day out from Philadelphia. 
After thorough examination of these men, I attribute the malady to water 
used for drinking purposes, which the captain tells me is derived from 
the river at Philadelphia. The discharges were not examined. 
Eespectfully, E. H. McGinnis, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, TJ. 8. M. H. 8. 

Smallpox in Brunswick, Ga. 

Betjnswick, Ga., February 5, 1900. 

Sir : I have the honor to announce since my last report the existence 
of 46 cases of smallpox sent to the pesthouse from various localities in 
the city, all colored, except 3 or 4 whites. The municipal authorities 
are enforcing compulsory vaccination among the colored population. 
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Almost the entire white population have voluntarily accepted vaccina- 
tion, and it is hoped that as soon as compulsory vaccinatioa reaches the 
entire population the disease will cease. About 160 per day are being 
vaccinated. The type is mild, but 1 death resulting so far. 

EespectfuUy, Hugh Burford, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Sttegeon-General, 

Z7. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

Smallpox in Oswego, Kans. 

Oswego, Kans., February 8, 1900. 

Sir : On November 5, 1899, a case of smallpox was brought to this 
city from Springfield, Mo. A meeting of the local board of health was 
called and the case quarantined. There were 8 persons exposed in this 
house. All were at once vaccinated. The first 4 took the disease in 
about twelve days and 1 was quite sick. Eyes are injured. The other 
4 had the disease so lightly that it would not have been noticed under 
other circumstances. Just about the time the thirty-five days pre- 
scribed by the State was up, another colored man came here from 
Joplin, Mo., with a marked case of smallpox. An effort was made to 
keep his father's family free of the disease, but 3 of them had varioloid, 
and the parents had the prodromata, but no eruption. 

On or about January 7 a white woman took it, and since then her 3 
children have had it ; the nursling was very ill with it. This makes 17 
cases we have had since November 5. We quarantined 2 white fami- 
lies with what proved to be chicken pox. Our board of health would 
take no risks in calling the disease "Cuban itch," and by so doing we 
confined it to three families. 

Respectfully, Geo. S. Liggett, 

Mayor and President of City Board of Health. 

Report on inspection of smallpox at Winston, High Point, and Greens- 
boro, K G. 

"Wilmington, N. C, February 4, 1900. 

Sir: In obedience to your telegraphic instructions of January 29, 
1900, to proceed to Winston, JST. 0. , as expert diagnostician for smallpox, 
I have the honor to state that I left the following morning for Winston. 
I stopped between trains at Greensboro, visited the smallpox hospital, 
made photographs of several cases of smallpox, and had an interview 
with the mayor. I arrived at Winston the same evening, and was met 
at the depot by Dr. 0. L. Summers, city health officer, who extended 
to me every courtesy. The following statement of the situation was 
given me : 

Two weeks previous to my arrival a case of smallpox made its appear- 
ance in a white man, a resident of the city ; the source of infection 
probably being Greensboro. The case and all known suspects were 
removed from the city limits, and quarantined. All necessary precau- 
tions were taken, and a corps of inspectors and vaccinators was put to 
work in the city. The usual doubts as to the nature of the disease, and 
the necessity for vaccination prevailed among the laity and some phy- 
sicians, and a good deal of opposition to the enforcement of the vacci- 
nation ordinance was manifested. The authorities having heard of the 
results of my recent visit to the neighboring city of Greensboro, asked 



